
Docusate Sodium U.S.P. enjoys the distinction of
being one of the most versatile and effective of the 
currently available surfactants (surface active agents.)
It has a multiplicity of applications, particularly in the
pharmaceutical, food and cosmetic industries.

Typical Properties
Appearance              Rolls of white waxlike

plastic sheets, which may
have a characteristic
odor of octyl alcohol only.

Clarity of solution
after 24 hours        Meets test.

Identification          Infrared-positive
Flame test-positive

Assay 99.0% to 100.5% on
anhydrous basis

Water (K.F. method) Not more than 2.0%
Residue on ignition 15.5% to 16.5% on

anhydrous basis
Arsenic (as As2O3) Not more than 3 ppm.
Heavy metals (as Pb) Not more than 0.001%
Bis (2-ethylhexyl)

maleate Not more than 0.4%

Docusate Sodium U.S.P. was formerly known as Dioctyl Sodium
Sulfosuccinate U.S.P. (DSS).

Outstanding Advantages 
• Excellent wetting, solubilizing, dispersing and

emulsifying agent.
• Effective medically in the treatment of constipation.
• Effective in topically applied medical preparations

in the form of creams, lotions and ointments.
• Effective as a wetting agent even at relatively

low concentrations.
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Composition - It is the dioctyl ester
of sodium sulfosuccinate

(bis-2-ethylhexyl sodium sulfosuccinate).
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Mol. Form. C20H37NaO7S          Mol. Wt. 444.57

CYTEC INDUSTRIES INC.
Fine Chemicals
Five Garret Mountain Plaza
West Paterson, NJ  07424-3360
973-357-3100
http://www.cytec.com



Storage
Docusate Sodium should be stored in tightly closed
containers at temperatures below 75°F (24°C) with 
relative humidity of less than 60%.  Higher temperatures
may cause the material to fuse and discolor.

Health and Safety Information
Prolonged eye or skin contact may cause irritation.
Sodium dioctyl sulfosuccinate has acute oral LD50 values
for the rat and mouse of 1,900-4,000 mg/kg and 2,640
mg/kg, respectively.  Acute dermal (rabbit) LD50 value is
greater than 10,000 mg/kg.  Read the Cytec Industries
Inc. Material Safety Data Sheet on this product, before
using, for detailed safety and handling information.  The
Material Safety Data Sheet is available and is routinely
provided at time of first shipment of this product.
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Applications:                                            Use Levels:
Wetting agent                                            0.025%-0.25%

Tablet formulations                                     0.1%-1.0% by weight

Tablet coating formulations                              20% typical

Solubilizing agent for dyes, chlorophyll, bile acids.   0.1%-1.0% on weight of material.

Anti-constipation agent.  Can be used alone or            0.1%-1.0% by weight.
as an adjuvant with other laxitives.

Emulsifying agent for oil and water mixtures.            Amount of DSS required must be determined
for each application.

Pharmacology.  Used as an ingredient in certain           Amount of DSS required must be determined for
medicaments or as an adjuvant in the manu-               each application.
facture or utilization of others.

Dispersing agent for hard-to-wet materials.              Amount of DSS required must be determined for
each application.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
The information and statements herein are believed to be
reliable but are not to be construed as a warranty or 
representation for which we assume legal responsibility.
Users should undertake sufficient verification and testing
to determine the suitability for their own particular pur-
pose of any information or products referred to herein.
NO WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE IS MADE.  Nothing herein is to be taken as
permission, inducement or recommendation to practice
any patented invention without a license.

TRADEMARK NOTICE
The ® indicates a Registered Trademark in the United
States and the ™ or * indicates a Trademark in the 
United States.  The mark may also be registered, the 
subject of an application for registration or a trademark 
in other countries.


